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[Claims 1 

[Claim 1] An image pickup apparatus arranged so that 
an image pickup signal generated by receiving image pickup 
light by image pickup means is digitized by analog-to- 
digital conversion means to form image pickup data, image 
pickup data processing means forms image pickup data of a 
predetermined format on the basis of the digitized image 
pickup data, digital-to-analog conversion means forms an 
analog image pickup signal of the predetermined format from 
the image pickup data of the predetermined format, and the 
formed image pickup signal of the predetermined format is 
output to the external through an external output terminal 
and is supplied to recording means to be recorded, 

characterized by 

connection detecting means for detecting whether or 
not the external output teirminal is connected to an 
external equipment , 

recording state detecting means for detecting 
whether or not said recording means is in a recording state, 
and 

control means for effecting control so as to put 
said digital-to-analog conversion means into a stop state 
when said connection detecting means detects that the 
external output terminal is not connected to the external 
equipment and said recording state detecting means detects 
that said recording means is not in the recording state. 

[Claim 2] An image pickup apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said image pickup apparatus outputs a component 
signal through the external output terminal. 

[ Claim 3 ] An image pickup apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein said image pickup apparatus outputs a composite 
signal through the external output terminal* 

[Claim 4] An image pickup apparatus according to claim 1, 
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wherein said image pickup apparatus outputs a composite 
signal and a component signal through the external output 
terminal . 

[0018] 

[Operation] An image pickup apparatus of the 
present invention is arranged so that an image pickup 
signal generated by receiving image pickup light by image 
pickup means is digitized by analog- to-digital conversion 
means to form image pickup data, image pickup data 
processing means forms composite data and/or component data 
on the basis of the digitized image pickup data, digital - 
to -analog conversion means forms an analog composite signal 
and/or component signal from the composite data and/or 
component data, and the formed composite signal and/or 
component signal is output to the external through an 
external output terminal and is supplied to recording means 
to be recorded, wherein connection detecting means detects 
whether or not the external output terminal is connected to 
an external equipment, and recording state detecting means 
detects whether or not the recording means is in a 
recording state. 

[0019] When the connection detecting means detects 
that the external output terminal is not connected to the 
external equipment and the recording state detecting means 
detects that the recording means is not in the recording 
state, control means puts the digital-to-analog conversion 
means into a stop state. 

[0020] According to this, it can be avoided to waste 
electric power on the digital-to-analog conversion means 
when the composite signal and/or component signal is not 
used. 
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